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The public is welcome to participate in this Town Council meeting. Open Forum offers citizens the 
opportunity to clarify an item on the agenda, address items not on the agenda, or comment on a 
communication or Consent Agenda item. Citizens are welcome to speak to the subject of a Public Hearing, 
and are allowed to speak at the discretion of the Council President or a majority of Councilors present, or at 
other times during the meeting, in particular during New or Unfinished Business.   

Anyone wishing to speak should use the microphone at the front of the room, stating their name and address 
for the record; comments must be addressed to the Council, not the audience. It is the Town Council’s hope 
that citizens and Councilors alike will be respectful of each other’s right to speak, tolerant of different points 
of view, and mindful of everyone’s time. 

Attachments for items on this meeting agenda are available to the public on the Town website 
at:    http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-
meetings-minutes/2019-meetings-minutes/2019-meetings  

ROLL CALL 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER 
COMMISSIONERS 

Approval of Minutes; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
August 19, 2019 (regular meeting) 
Open Forum 
Comments are not limited to items on this agenda. However, items not on this agenda will 
only be heard and not acted upon by the Town Council. Note: Section 42-46-6 of the Open 
Meetings Act, and Department of the Attorney General Advisory Opinions relevant to this 
item on any public body meeting agenda specifically prohibits the Town Council from 
discussing, considering or acting on any topic, statement or question presented. The Town 
Council may, if warranted, refer such matters to an appropriate committee, to another body 
or official, or post the matter for consideration at a properly-noticed, future meeting. 
1) Scheduled request to address – None.
2) Non-scheduled request to address
Report of Town Officials - Status Reports; review, discussion and/or 
potential action and/or vote        
1) Pumping report
2) Town project reports

Town Wells 
b) Water Treatment Plant
c) Transfer Pumping/Reservoir
d) Distribution System
e) Wastewater Treatment Facility

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Jamestown Town Hall 

Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers 
93 Narragansett Avenue 

Monday, September 16, 2019 
6:30 PM 

 

http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2019-meetings-minutes/2019-meetings
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2019-meetings-minutes/2019-meetings
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3) Clean Water Infrastructure Replacement Plan (July 2019), prepared
by Pare Corporation; review, discussion and/or potential action
and/or vote (continued from 08/19/19)

Town Council Adjourns from sitting as the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS  

Proclamations: 
No. 2019-18:  Designating October as Community Planning Month 

Presentations:  
1) Gould Island by David Sommers, Gould Island Advisory Chair

OPEN FORUM      
Please note that under scheduled requests to address, comments are not limited to items on this 
agenda. However, items not on this agenda will only be heard and not acted upon by the Town 
Council. Note: Section 42-46-6 of the Open Meetings Act and Department of the Attorney General 
Advisory Opinions relevant to this item on any public body meeting agenda specifically prohibits 
the Town Council from discussing, considering or acting on any topic, statement or question 
presented. The Town may, if warranted, refer such matters to an appropriate committee, to another 
body or official, or post the matter for consideration at a properly-noticed, future meeting.   

Scheduled request to address- None 
Non-scheduled request to address 

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,     
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS 

Town Administrator’s Report: Christina D. Collins, Interim Town 
Administrator 
1) Town Administrator’s Search Update
2) Conservation Easements/Restrictions Jamestown Shores

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Please Note in Accordance with Section 42-46-6 (b) the Council May Review, 
Discuss and/or take Action and/or Vote on the following items:  

Upcoming Meetings and Sessions – dates and times 
Town Council Meeting Schedule: September October 7th and 
October 21st at 6:30 p.m.  
Schedule Hearing Date and Discussion of Hearing Process: Museler 
Appeal 

3) Schedule Special Meeting for the review of Town Administrator
Applicants

NEW BUSINESS 
Please Note in Accordance with Section 42-46-6 (b) the Council May Review, 
Discuss and/or take Action and/or Vote on the following items:  

Discussion on Parking at Beach Facilities 
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ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS 
Please Note in Accordance with Section 42-46-6 (b) the Council May Review, 
Discuss and/or take Action and/or Vote on the following items: 

Discussion on Noise Ordinance Amendments to Article III- Sections- 
22-66 C, 22-66 D, 22-66 E, 22-71; Proposed by Chief Edward A. Mello 

CONSENT AGENDA 
An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of 
typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item 
as if it had been acted upon separately for review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote. A 
Consent Agenda item or items may be removed by the Town Council for review, discussion and/or 
potential action and or vote.  

Adoption of Town Council Minutes 
1) August 28, 2019 (special meeting)
2) September 3, 2019 (executive session)
3) September 3, 2019 (regular meeting)
Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees 

Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (July 23, 2019) 
CRMC Notices 

Joint Public Notice RE-Notice of CRMC File No: 2019-06-014 and 
RI DEM No: WQC 19-123 DP19-174 Jamestown Boatyard 

Public Notice 
1) Zoning Board of Review Notice of ESJ Inc. /JTN LLC/ Simpatico

Jamestown 13 Narragansett Ave
2) Zoning Board of Review Notice of William & Glenna McCaffrey of

232 Beacon Ave.
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes     

 Total Abatements $ 1,219.59   Total Addenda $ 1,666.66 

Account/Abatement Amount 
Abatements to 1998 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll 

06-0379-50  $235.27 
2) Abatements to 1999 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll

06-0379-50M $251.27 
3) Abatements to 2000 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll

06-0379-50M $179.91 
4) Abatements to 2019 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll

   07-0367-00M   $   2.84 
08-1081-80M  $ 60.56 
11-0133-97M $131.78 
19-0029-87M $235.21 
19-0762-06M $ 44.93 
19-0980-13M $ 77.82 

5) Addenda to Real Estate and Real Property 2019 Tax Roll
18-0604-82 $868.78 
22-0186-00 $547.88 
23-0453-28 $250.00 
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 Award of Bids:  
1) Public Works Department 

 New 2019 Four Wheel Drive Utility Truck 
 New 2019 Four Wheel Drive Extended Cab Pickup 

Truck and Plow 
 New 2019 Four Wheel Drive Dump Truck with 

Plow and Sander 
 New 7X14 Enclosed Trailer 
 New 44,000 GVW Dump Truck and Plow 
 New 44,000 GVW Hook Lift Truck, Plow, and             

Body Options 
 Authorization of Agreement: 

1) Energy Agreement with Constellation 
 

 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND     
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
The Council may acknowledge any of the listed Communications and Proclamations and 
Resolutions. Should any member wish to have a conversation on any of the matters, the item will be 
placed on a future agenda for review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote.  

 Communications 
 Letter of Mark Baker regarding Beavertail State Park 
       Letter of Kayla E. O’Rourke, Special Assistant Attorney General 

regarding Dickinson v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers and 
Murphy v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers  

 Email of Al McKibben regarding Construction Noise on East 
Shore Road 

 EXECUTIVE SESSION  
The Town Council may seek to enter into Executive Session for review, discussion and/or potential 
action and/or vote on the following:  

 Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) Potential or Pending 
Litigation- Geoffrey Hamlin and Kristan Hamlin v. Zoning Board of 
Review of the Town of Jamestown, CA No. NC-2018-0373 and CA No. 
NC-2019-0166 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-6(c) Notice of this meeting shall be posted on the Secretary 
of State’s website and at the Town Hall and the Jamestown Philomenian Library. Notice 
is also posted at the Jamestown Police Station and on the Internet 
at www.jamestownri.gov.  
 
ALL NOTE: This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged. If communications assistance 
is needed or other accommodations to ensure equal participation, please call 1-800-745-5555, or contact the 
Town Clerk at 401-423-9800, via facsimile to 401-423-7230, or email to 0  not less than three (3) business 
days prior to the meeting.  
 
Posted on the RI Secretary of State website on September 11, 2019 

mailto:cfernstrom@jamestownri.net






































 

JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 
COMMUNITY PLANNING MONTH PROCLAMATION 

   
WHEREAS, change is constant and affects all cities, towns, suburbs, counties, boroughs,  
townships, rural areas, and other places; and    
  
WHEREAS, community planning and planners can help manage this change in a way that  
provides better choices for how people work, live, and play; and   
  
WHEREAS, community planning provides an opportunity for all residents to be equally  
involved in making choices that determine the shared-vision of their community; and      
  
WHEREAS, the full benefits of community planning require public officials and citizens who 
understand, support, and demand excellence in planning and plan implementation; and    
  
WHEREAS, the month of October is designated as National Community Planning Month 
throughout the United States of America and its territories, and    
  
WHEREAS, The American Planning Association and its professional institute, the American 
Institute of Certified Planners, endorse National Community Planning Month as an opportunity 
to highlight the contributions that sound planning and plan implementation make, specifically 
to the quality of life of the residents in each community; and   
   
WHEREAS, the celebration of National Community Planning Month gives us the opportunity  
to publicly recognize the participation and dedication of the members of planning commissions  
and other citizen planners who have contributed their time and expertise to the improvement  
of the Town of Jamestown, County of Newport, State of Rhode Island; and    
  
WHEREAS, The Jamestown Town Council recognizes the many valuable contributions made by 
all the members of Jamestown’s Planning Commissioners, since its formation by the Town on 
April 28, 1947 and our professional Town Planners since 1986 and extend our heartfelt thanks 
for their continued commitment to the residents of Jamestown and the Town of Jamestown;    
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the month of October 2019 is hereby designated  
as Community Planning Month in the Town of Jamestown, County of Newport, State of Rhode 
Island in conjunction with the celebration of National Community Planning Month.   
     
Adopted this ___________ day of  ______________, 2019.    
   
   
______________________________________ (SEAL)    
Chief Elected Official    
   
__________________________________  
Clerk  
 
 
 



Gould Island 
Jamestown Town Council, Sept 16, 2019



Gould Island South RAB Summary
• Army Corps 2 Years Into Restoring South Gould

– Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS)
– Under 1980 CERCLA legislation (Superfund)

– Chemical contamination cleanup only
– One time Federal presence for cleaning up Gould
– Sampling/analysis plus minimal debris removal only to-date

• Issues Identified So Far
– Contaminant cleanup plan was initially only for birds

– Now for public recreation (RIDEM change)
– Groundwater potability cleanup not agreed
– Physical cleanup limited to that incidental to chemical 

cleanup plus 4 additional structures
– 3 Navy owned sites & 1 Coast Guard site still excluded



1942 Navy Site Map



Level of Cleanup
• Environmental Cleanup

– RIDEM declaration Sept 2018
• Cleanup for public recreation as well as wildlife

– USACE accepted, except for groundwater

• Physical Cleanup
– USACE limited to:

• Incidental to chemical cleanup
• Structures unsafe at transfer (3 of ~25 buildings, no debris)

– RIDEM responsible for all other removal
– RIDEM request for USACE to do all physical cleanup 

• USACE says not without additional Congressional authority



Physical Cleanup in Perspective

• Federal Government took Gould in 1920
– War fighting for benefit of nation 
– Navy left South Gould a mess in 1950s 

• Transferred S. Gould to State/RIDEM in 70s-80s
– RIDEM initially declared wildlife sanctuary 

• Did no cleanup

– Now proposed as part of Bay Islands Park System

• Town/State cannot afford/may never cleanup
• Only Federal Government can make Gould safe



August 15 Site Visit

• RAB Initiated / USACE Enabled / Volunteer Supported
– Made possible by Richard DeSalvo, RI Mooring Services

• 36 Attendees
– 14 RAB, 3 Town, 6 DEM, 4 Army, 5 Press, 3 Fed, 1 State

• 3 Press articles:  ProJo, JTN Press, NPT This Week
• Follow up regarding physical cleanup

– Conversations with Reed/Whitehouse/Ciccilline staff
– Commitment from RIDEM to “needs assessment”

Visit Photos 



Choices
1. Do only chemical cleanup

– Island will revert to overgrown wildlife habitat
2. Follow RIDEM direction for Bay Islands Park

– Walking trails & overnight campsites
– Needs extensive physical cleanup for safety
– Now is the time while USACE is on site
– Requires federal funding and direction to USACE

• JHS interested in historical signage
• June 2018 Council supported full cleanup
• No objections to date with RIDEM direction



Suggested Path Forward

• Confirm Town 2018 position
– Support RIDEM objective
– Request full clean up

• Town engagement with federal delegation
– Reed office press statement:

“Before additional funds are secured, local and state partners 
need to coalesce around a plan and shared commitment, and 
Senator Reed will work to ensure the federal government and 
the U.S. Department of Defense are kept in the loop.” 

• Requires RIDEM long term plan
– Agreed to by Town
– To be implemented after full cleanup (10+years) 



Next Steps

• Town Council resolution
– Support for RIDEM cleanup objective
– Request RIDEM long term plan
– Ask Town Administrator to:

• Develop Town Plan in coordination with RIDEM
• Request support from federal delegation for full 

physical cleanup

• Approval at October 7th Council meeting?



BACKUP SLIDES



History of Gould Property Transfers

• 39 acres transferred from Fed Government to RI
– South 2/3 of Gould
– Deed restriction for conservation of wildlife
– RIDEM is “owner” for State

• 4 South Gould parcels excluded from transfer

• North 17 acres held by Navy for NUWC
– Cleanup on-going for 20 years
– Demolition of pier building planned 



4 Excluded Parcels
• Still owned by Federal Government for Navy/CG

– 3 Navy sites now abandoned 
– CG navigation beacon on south tip in use

• Excluded parcels not part of FUDS 
– Not restorable by USACE 
– Contamination not being sampled

• CG plans to retain south beacon w/o cleanup

• Navy willing to transfer 3 sites to RIDEM w/o cleanup
– Needs RIDEM action with NavSta Newport
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 ROLL CALL 
 
A special meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was held on August 28, 2018. Town 
Council Members present were as follows: Michael G. White, Mary E. Meagher, Nancy 
A. Beye, Randall White, and William J. Piva, Jr. Also present Interim Town 
Administrator Christina Collins, Town Solicitor Peter Ruggiero, Chief of Police Edward 
Mello, Public Works Director Michael Gray and IT Consultant Michael Glier.   
 

 CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Town Council President White called the special meeting of the Jamestown Town Council 
to order at 9:09 a.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall, Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers 
at 93 Narragansett Avenue, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
 NEW BUSINESS 

A) Town Administrator’s Search (Not all items were taken in agenda order) 
 

1) Discussion regarding the Town Administrator, future search process for full-
time appointment.  Discussion and possible votes and/or actions.  

 
Council President White announced we are here to discuss the process of hiring a Town 
Administrator. He also suggested the use of a flip chart as a potential tool to facilitate 
conversation. 

 
 Review information/documents from prior Town Administrator search. 

Discussion and possible votes, and/or actions. 
 
Previous advertisements were reviewed.  
 

 Establish Criteria/Qualifications for Candidates.                                          
Discussion and possible votes, and/or actions.                                            

 
Vice President Meagher suggested discussions regarding criteria should be held in 
Executive Session. 
 

 Determine Advertisement Scope. Discussion and possible votes,               
and/or actions. 

 
Council President White suggested advertisement in the ICMA.  
Town Solicitor Ruggiero advised on other sources, so that members outside the field would 
receive notice.  
 

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
AUGUST 28, 2019 
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Discussion ensued on search outside of New England.  

It was the consensus of the Council to advertise within New England.  

Councilor Piva questioned the amount of time for advertisement.  

Town Solicitor Ruggiero advised four weeks would be appropriate. He also suggested the 
Council nominate a member to provide assistance in preparing the materials.  

Councilor Piva questioned if applications would be sent to Administrative Assistant Debbie 
Shea.  

Town Solicitor Ruggiero stated it would be processed through the Town Clerk and 
applicants would be sealed and labeled Town Administrator Search Committee. He also 
advised on the confidentiality that would be needed during the process.  

The Council concurred with the confidentiality needed to attract potential applicants. 

A motion was made by Councilor Beye with second by Vice President Meagher to 
nominate Councilor White as contact person of the Town Administrator’s Search 
Committee. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor 
Beye, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye; Councilor White, Aye. 
 
Councilor Piva agreed with the previous advertisement criteria and qualifications regarding 
BA/BS in public administration or related field.  
 
The following items were discussed with regard to the advertisement :It was noted 7 
years of municipal experience would be changed to 5 years; combine the two previous 
advertisements  and include the following: local government operations,  employee 
citizen relations, strong interpersonal, written, and verbal skills are essential. 
 
It was noted that the language on bonds is outdated and can be stricken.  
 
It was determined the tentative deadline for applicants would be September 30th.  
 
Town Solicitor Ruggiero advised he would draft the advertisement in conjunction with 
Interim Town Administrator Collins and they would send for the Council’s review and for 
approval would be held at the next meeting.  
 
Discussion ensued on salary.  
 
Interim Town Administrator Collins advised on the current salary. She further explained 
the base salary.  
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Vice President Meagher suggested the salary start lower than $125,000. 
 
Discussion ensued on salary range.  
 
The Council’s consensus was to start at $120,000.00. 
 
Discussion ensued on timeline and procedure to process.  
 
Councilor White questioned his roll.  
 
Town Solicitor Ruggiero advised Councilor White would be the liaison for questions and 
to assist on communications to the candidates.  
 
Town Solicitor Ruggiero also cautioned the Council on speaking to prospective candidates.  
 
Discussion ensued on advertisement locations.  It was determined to be ICMA, Providence 
Journal, Boston Globe, Newport Daily, Jamestown Press, and Indeed (if can be placed 
locally). 
 
Alma Davenport of Clinton Ave questioned the legality of requiring the Administrator to 
be a resident of Jamestown. 
  
Council Vice President Meagher advised it is not required in the Charter, but they must be 
a resident of Rhode Island. 
 
Town Solicitor Ruggiero advised you could request, but not require residency. 
 
Discussion ensued on residency. 
 
Joe Cannon of Capstan Street urged the Council to not have a number of limiting factors. 
He further discussed you may find a North Kingstown Administrator who would like to 
reside in North Kingstown that would do a fine job.  
 
Councilor Beye suggested a rubric system.  
 

       Schedule Future Sessions – dates and times.  
                           Discussion and possible votes and/or actions. 

 
Town Solicitor Ruggiero suggested setting a date to convene again at the September 16th 
regular meeting, and further advised on the need to convene in Executive Session.  
 
Vice President Meagher stated she had a reservation with starting the salary at $120,000. 
She would like to start at $115,000; as Andy had reached the current salary after five years 
of service.  
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Discussion ensued on salary range.  
 
Interim Town Administrator Collins advised on the Municipal Salary Survey; however that 
information would be a year old.  
 
It was noted the advertisement would be approved at the September 3rd meeting.   
 
The Council did not convene in Executive Session. 
 

 NEW BUSINESS/EXECUTIVE SESSION  
The Town Council may seek to enter into Executive Session for review, discussion and/or potential 
action and/or vote on the following:   

 Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel (Town 
Administrator); review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote in 
executive session and/or open session 

 
 ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Beye to 
adjourn the meeting. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; 
Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 
 
The special meeting was adjourned at 9:49 a.m.   
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
        
Erin F. Liese, CMC, Town Clerk 
 
 
Copies to: Town Council 
  Interim Town Administrator 
  Town Solicitor 
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 ROLL CALL 
 
A special meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was held on September 3, 2019. Town 
Council Members present were as follows: Michael G. White, Mary E. Meagher, Nancy A. Beye, 
Randall White, and William J. Piva, Jr. Also present Interim Town Administrator Christina D. 
Collins, Town Solicitor Peter D. Ruggiero, Chief of Police Edward A. Mello, Public Works 
Director Michael C. Gray and IT Consultant Michael Glier.   
 

 CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Town Council President White called the special meeting of the Jamestown Town Council to order 
at 6:32 P.M. in the Jamestown Town Hall, Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett 
Avenue, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

 Presentation of Proclamations: 
 No. 2019-15: Military Service Gordon Mitchell Bruce Livingston 
 No. 2019-16: Military Service Walter G. Swistak 
 No. 2019-17: Military Service Victor C. Richardson 

 
Councilor Beye read the Proclamation for Gordon Mitchell Bruce Livingston. 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Beye to adopt the 
2019-15 Proclamation for Gordon Mitchell Bruce Livingston. Vote: President White, Aye; 
Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye;                           
Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 
Councilor Piva read the Proclamation for Walter G. Swistak. 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Piva to adopt the 
2019-16 Proclamation for Walter G. Swistak. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President 
Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 
Councilor White read the Proclamation for Victor C. Richardson 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Beye to adopt the 
2019-17 Proclamation for Victor C. Richardson. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President 
Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
September 3, 2019 
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A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Piva to open the 
Public Hearing at 6:39 PM. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; 
Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 

 
 PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS 

 The Town Council will review each license application and vote on it individually. All approvals for licenses 
and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when 
applicable, proof of insurance. 

A) Entertainment License Application; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
1)        Applicant Jamestown Beer Holdings LLC  
           Dates: 09/01/2019 to 11/30/2019 
           Location: 34 Narragansett Avenue 
 

A representative for the applicant was present; however not familiar with the particular events 
Jamestown Beer Holdings LLC would like to hold. 
 
Vice President Meagher questioned if Chief Mello had received all conditional items.  
 
Chief Mello advised he had not; but the Town Clerk will not issue until all items have been 
provided. He also advised this license is only for a few months and would need to know the 
frequency and type of events held.  

 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Piva to approve 
the Entertainment License for Jamestown Beer Holdings LLC for the period September 3, 
2019 to November 30, 2019, contingent on all conditions of Entertainment License and of 
Chief Mello as follows: Applicant provide a tentative schedule of inside entertainment; 
entertainment be limited to inside only; Be limited to acoustical music and non-amplified 
entertainment; Applicant to provide a floor plan depicting the service area of beer, general 
seating plan and storage area of brewed products. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President 
Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye. 
 
No public comment.  

 
B) Holiday License Application; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

1)        Applicant Jamestown Beer Holdings LLC  
Dates: 09/01/2019 to 11/30/2019 
Location: 34 Narragansett Avenue 
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A motion was made by Councilor White seconded by Vice President Meagher to approve the 
Holiday License for Jamestown Beer Holdings LLC for the period September 3, 2019 to 
November 30, 2019, contingent on all conditions of a Holiday License and of Chief Mello as 
follows: Applicant provide a tentative schedule of inside entertainment; entertainment be 
limited to inside only; Be limited to acoustical music and non-amplified entertainment; 
Applicant to provide a floor plan depicting the service area of beer, general seating plan and 
storage area of brewed products. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; 
Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye. 
 
No public comment.  
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Piva to close the 
Public Hearing. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, 
Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 

 OPEN FORUM 
 Scheduled request to address- None 
 Non-scheduled request to address-  

 
Frank Meyer, of Southwest Avenue commented on the Beavertail Lease and offered to make a 
power point presentation on Beavertail. He further advised he had provided the power point on a 
thumb drive to former Town Clerk Cheryl Fernstrom.  
 
Deb Barone, of Cedar Lane questioned the allowance of public comment during the Cell Tower 
Presentation. She was informed she could speak during that time.  
 
Councilor Piva questioned if Mr. Cannon intended on staying through the meeting or would he 
like his item to be heard sooner.  
 
Mr. Cannon advised he would stay for the entire meeting.  
 

 COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,  COMMISSION/COMMITTEE 
COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 Town Administrator’s Report: Christina D. Collins, Interim Town Administrator  
 

Interim Town Administrator Collins reported on the bond rating and the savings to the Town.  
 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Presentation and Report on North End Cell Tower by Public Works Director Mike Gray 

and IT Consultant Mike Glier; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
 
Public Works Director Gray provided an update and history of the North End Cell Tower. He 
further advised in the summer of 2017 discussions were held on the lack of coverage on the 
North End of Town. He further explained in 2018 funds were allocated to determine the 
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feasibility to provide service to the North End.  He explained in addition to staff; GIS Student 
Interns were used to determine potential locations on town owned parcels. It was identified 
Cedar Lane and North Main Road would be possible locations to be studied. The Council 
authorized the study of both sites. He explained IT Consultant Glier drafted an RFP to solicit 
engineers to assess the two sites.  
Councilor Piva questioned how the study came to fruition.  
Public Works Director Gray advised he did not recall the Council member that brought it 
forward.  
Vice President Meagher advised it was initiated by Town Administrator Nota and Fire 
Department. 
Interim Town Administrator Collins advised in August, 2017 the Town received many 
complaints about the coverage.  
Chief Mello advised this initiative was not driven by law enforcement and advised on public 
safety communications.  
Discussion ensued on Public Safety communication. 
Public Works Director Gray advised on the two locations presented to Council.  
Councilor White questioned the distance between the two points and northern tip of the island.  
Public Works Director Gray advised it was about a ¼ mile apart in distance between locations. 
He further advised on the preliminary assessments and it was determined both sites were viable 
to provide service to the North End of the Island. He explained that Cedar Lane Tower would be 
150 feet in height and would reach service as far as West Reach. The North Road Tower would 
be 175 feet in height and service would reach Summit. He explained utilities at each location. He 
explained the next phase of research would include balloons to measure from view points and a 
vehicle would be driving to collect the data.  
Councilor White questioned what the balloon data would provide 
Public Works Director Gray advised the balloons would provide for renderings; but the final 
report would determine existing coverage and also what proposed coverage would be if cell 
towers would be developed.  
Discussion ensued on coverage and need.  
Councilor Piva remarked if we are providing only a little bit of coverage, it is a lot to ask of the 
neighbors and would dramatically change the landscape of Route 138. 
Councilor White advised on the letter received by Dennis Webster on the historical work done by 
the Council.  
Discussion ensued on past applicants from private contractors and they were denied by Zoning 
and Planning due to aesthetics. 
Discussion ensued on the evolution of service, viability of 5G, and distributed antenna systems. 
IT Consultant Glier explained viability of 5G and coverage of antenna systems.   
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Public Works Director Gray summarized his presentation on opportunities to study (to provide) 
better coverage by the Town. He advised on the need to be transparent with the public on the 
next phase of study. 
Attorney Dylan Connelly representing the residents of Cedar Lane requested Cedar Lane site be 
removed from consideration, due to the economic harm to his clients. He also apologized on the 
short notice of his letter. He requested the vote tonight be to no longer consider Cedar Lane. This 
would resolve the issue with his client and save the town money and the litigation obstacle.  He 
also stated you do not see residents present tonight requesting more cell service.  
Council Vice President stated for the record, she had previously done work for the Charron’s; but 
no longer had a financial or professional interest with the Charron’s. 
Dennis Webster of Mt Hope Avenue advised on the locations of the previous cell towers that were 
denied by Planning and Zoning. He further commented on the distributed antenna system and the 
viability of 5G.  
Deb Barone of Cedar Lane thanked those that spoke and for questions asked as the discussion has 
been informative. She stated no one wants a cell tower in their back yard. She further explained 
the scenic corridor and history on the initiative. She explained in 2005 cell tower applicants was 
denied due to disagreement with the Comprehensive Plan. She further stated concern with 
developing 5G and health concerns. She urged the Council to seek other ways of addressing this. 
She also was pleased to hear this was not a Public Safety issue. She also suggested reaching out to 
Cox, as sometimes lack of service can be a simple fix and further requested a study to look at what 
carriers are working on the island.  
Public Works Director Gray clarified that he and Mike Glier are not developing towers. They are 
simply providing information to make available for a decision of the Council and is ultimately up 
to the tax payer if this project will move forward.  
Council President White stated no Council has approved the building of a cell tower.  
Discussion ensued on the scenic highway.  
Attorney Connelly commented on effect of his clients with the lost interest in buyers of his client’s 
property. He requested a meeting in Executive Session if Cedar Lane remains as a site to be 
considered.  
Councilor White questioned the next step in the process. He suggested to only progress with the 
needs assessment to determine the scope of the problem.  
Councilor Piva concurred with Councilor White and also commented it was not a Public Safety 
issue and why would we consider a large tower at this time, when the public is not here requesting 
a tower.  
Vice President Meagher also concurred with the need assessment.  
Jane Murray of Cedar Lane was so happy to hear that there is not a safety issue. She commented 
how the need of cellular is convenient and suggested those without service get a land line.  
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Chief Mello clarified he was not speaking for the Fire Department and to confirm with Fire Dept. 
if they have an issue. Also clarified the police do not have an issue communicating with each other; 
however he cannot confirm if residents have issue contacting the department.   
Council President White advised getting a land line could have a financial burden. 
Discussion ensued on the lack of cell service in the North End, carrier data and needs assessment.  

A motion was made by Councilor White to approve and commission a needs assessment 
consistent with the next step of the North End Cellular Survey measuring current cell service 
of all carriers, with an instrumented vehicle driving through all areas to establish a base line 
of current cell service levels.  Seconded by Vice President Meagher.     
 
Councilor Piva stated he would like to eliminate both sites for consideration of a cell tower in 
Jamestown.  
 
Vice President Meagher questioned if you could see a tower at the Transfer Station.  
 
Discussion ensued on cell tower need and timeframe of the study.  
 
President White questioned if you could suspend potential solutions without determining the need. 
He further stated no one has authorized a cell tower. They have only tried to determine a solution 
to add cell service to the North End 
  
Attorney Connelly advised the motion does not prevent consideration of Cedar Ridge it does not 
resolve the concerns with potential litigation 
 
Vice President Meagher advised consultation with the Town Solicitor would be needed to address 
Attorney Connelly’s request.  
 
Councilor White further amended the motion to suspend the consideration of any cell tower 
until they analyze the need. Vice President Meagher seconded the addendum to the motion.   
 
Back to the Motion: 
Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor 
White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye. 
 

 Town Administrator’s Search; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote, 
continued from August 28, 2019. 

  Approval of Town Administrator’s Candidate Recruitment Advertisement; review, 
discussion and/ or potential action and/or vote 

 
Vice President Meagher stated it was a great advertisement.  
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Councilor Beye requested the 7 year experience be changed to 5. 
 
Councilor Piva like’s the commensurate with experience language.  
 
Town Solicitor Ruggiero commented on the online publication.  
 
Discussion ensued on location of advertisements.  
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher to approve advertisement with second by 
Councilor Beye. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, 
Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye. 
 
Town Solicitor Ruggiero advised on the procedure to receive resumes. He stated the Council will 
receive all applicants at one time. He further explained Deb Shea will receive applications with a 
specific email address to allow for confidentiality. 

  Compensation of Interim Town Administrator; proposed to be the same as the 
Town Administrator budget amount, of $123,437.74; review, discussion and/ or 
potential action and/or vote 

 
Vice President Meagher stated they will be compensating Interim Town Administrator at the 
current budgeted amount of the previous Town Administrator.  

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher to approve the salary adjustment of 
$123,437.74 for Interim Town Administrator Collins. Seconded by Councilor Beye.                                  
Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor 
White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye. 
 

 Upcoming Meetings and Sessions – dates and times  
 Town Council Meeting Schedule:  September 16, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.; review, 

discussion and/or potential action and/or vote (additional sessions to be added as 
needed) 

 Schedule Hearing Date and Discussion of Hearing Process: Museler Appeal;      
review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

 
Town Solicitor Ruggiero advised this will be placed on September 16th Agenda to allow for 
Attorney Quentin Anthony to be present.  
It was noted this would be for scheduling and the process will be reviewed. The hearing will not 
take place on the 16th.  
 

 NEW BUSINESS 
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 Proposal by Jamestown Arts Center, Outdoor Art Experience (OAE) for approval of 
exhibit locations, summer 2020; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

 
Molly Dickinson, Project Manager from the Jamestown Arts Center explained her request to add 
the town hall lawn as an additional exhibit location.   

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second Councilor Beye to approve the 
town hall lawn as an additional exhibit location for the Jamestown Arts Center, Outdoor 
Art Experience. Seconded by Councilor Beye.  Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President 
Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  

 
 Amendment to Lease Agreement with AT&T Site ID: RI4182- 96 Howland Avenue Water 

Tank; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
 
Interim Town Administrator Collins advised this was initiated with former Town Administrator 
Nota and the Solicitor had reviewed. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher to approve the Lease Agreement with AT&T 
Site ID: RI4182-96 Howland Avenue Water Tank with second by Councilor Piva. Vote: 
President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, 
Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 

 ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS 
 Appointments, Vacancies, and Expiring Terms; review, discussion and/or potential action 

and/or vote on each listed appointment, vacancy and/or expiring term  
 Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (One vacancy with a three-             

year term ending date of May 31, 2022); duly advertised; 
a) Letter of interest for appointment 

i) Joseph Cannon Jr. (previously interviewed) 
 

Council Piva commented on the qualifications of Mr. Cannon.  

A motion was made by Councilor Piva to appoint Joseph Cannon Jr. to the Affordable 
Housing Committee with a term ending May 31, 2022 with second by Councilor Beye.  
Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor 
White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye 

 Jamestown Planning Commission Member (One vacancy with a four-year term     
ending date of December 31, 2019);  
a) Request for appointment & continuation 

i)      Michael Swistak 
Vice President Meagher spoke on the qualifications of Chairman Swistak. 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher to reappoint Michael Swistak to the Planning 
Commission with a continuation through December 31, 2023 with second by Councilor Piva.                
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Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor 
White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye 
 

 CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor White to approve 
and accept the Consent Agenda. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; 
Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 
The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following: 

 Adoption of Town Council Minutes 
 August 19, 2019 (regular meeting)   
 August 19, 2019 (executive session) 

 Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees  
 Jamestown Planning Commission (June 26, 2019) 
 Jamestown Planning Commission (July 17, 2019) 
 Jamestown Planning Commission (August 7, 2019) 

 Abatements/Addenda of Taxes: $550.00        Total Abatements:  $ 620.61 
Account/Abatement Amount 

 Abatements to 2019 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll 
a) 04-0160-06M  $132.53 
b) 04-0160-07M  $82.06 
c) 13-1559-60M  $144.10 
d) 19-0990-14M  $261.92 

 Addenda to Real Estate and Real Property 2017Tax Roll 
a)       19-0593-00            $150.00 

 Addenda to Real Estate and Real Property 2018 Tax Roll 
a) 19-0593-00            $150.00 

 Addenda to Real Estate and Real Property 2019 Tax Roll 
a) 07-0741-21  $250.00 

 One Day Event/Entertainment License Applications 
 Applicant: Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority 

Event:  4 Bridges Ride 
Date:  September 15, 2019 
Location: Rte. 138  

 Applicant: Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority 
Event:  Citizens Bank Pell Bridge Run 
Date:  October 20, 2019 
Location: East Shore Road & Freebody to Pell Bridge   

 Award of Bid:  
 Parks & Recreation Department: Turf Management Supplies & Consulting             

Services to Tom Irwin Inc.  
 

 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND      
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
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A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Beye to receive the 
Communications. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, 
Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  
 
The Communications and Proclamations and Resolutions from other RI cities and towns consists 
of the following: 

 Communications 
 Invitation to the Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless’s Annual Award 

Breakfast Monday, September 23, 2019 
 Jamestown School Department Construction Project - Roof    Replacement 

to Colony Roofing Industries Inc. 
 Jamestown School Department Construction Project- Roof Replacement 

to Commercial Roofing & Contracting, Inc. 
 Jamestown School Department Owner’s Project Manager and 

Commissioning Services for School Building Projects, Revised Fees to 
Colliers International 

 Jamestown School Department Architectural Services to Saccoccio & 
Associates, Inc. 

 Resolutions and Proclamations from other RI cities and towns 
 Resolution of the Town of Charlestown relative to Public Access to the 

Shoreline 
 

 AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS 
       Presentation on Gould Island (September 16, 2019) 
 Taxation items: RIGL § 44-3-12 Visually Impaired Persons – Exemption and RIGL 

§ 44-3-5 Gold Star Parents’ Exemption  
 Beavertail Property Lease Terms 

Councilor Piva questioned if Mr. Meyer’s power point presentation would be reviewed in 
September.  
It was noted they would receive the power point to schedule for a future meeting.  

 Noise Ordinance (September 16, 2019) 
Chief Mello commented on procedure of adopting ordinances and requested he would like to 
recommend some potential amendments to the Noise Ordinance for discussions; prior to drafting 
advertisement and adoption.   
 
Discussion ensued on transparency and input on ordinances.  

 Parking at Beach Facilities (September 16, 2019)  
 
Councilor Piva announced his recusal from Executive Session: RIGL § 42-46-5(a) Subsection 
(2) Potential or Pending Litigation (IBPO Retiree Pension Benefits: File No. Balzer vs. Town of 
Jamestown, C.A. No. 1:19-cv-00109-WES-PAS; Dube, etal, vs. Town of Jamestown, C.A. No. 
1:19-cv-00018-WES-PAS and departed Council Chambers at 8:11 p.m. 
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 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) Potential or Pending Litigation (IBPO 
Retiree Pension Benefits: File No. Balzer vs. Town of Jamestown, C.A. No. 1:19-cv-
00109-WES-PAS; Dube, etal, vs. Town of Jamestown, C.A. No. 1:19-cv-00018-WES-
PAS) review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  

 
A motion made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Beye pursuant to RIGL 
§ 42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) Potential or Pending Litigation (IBPO Retiree Pension Benefits: 
File No. Balzer vs. Town of Jamestown, C.A. No. 1:19-cv-00109-WES-PAS; Dube, etal, vs. 
Town of Jamestown, C.A. No. 1:19-cv-00018-WES-PAS) Vote: President White, Aye; Vice 
President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye 
 
The Town Council reconvened the regular meeting at 8:42 p.m. It was announced the following 
action was taken in Executive Session: 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Beye to  
authorize the Town Solicitor to act as necessary to protect the Town’s interest in Balzer vs. 
Town of Jamestown, C.A. No. 1:19-cv00109-WES-PAS; Dube, etal, vs. Town of Jamestown, 
C.A. No. 1:19-cv-00018-WES-PAS. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; 
Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Beye to seal the 
Minutes of the Executive Session. Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; 
Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye  
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Beye to adjourn. 
Vote: President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye;                  
Councilor, White, Aye. 
 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m.   
 
Attest: 
 
 
        
Erin F. Liese, CMC, Town Clerk 
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JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 

 

Minutes of the July 23, 2019 Meeting 

 

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Zoning Board of Review was held 

at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue.  The Chairman 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The clerk called the 

roll and noted the following members present: 

 

Richard Boren, Chair 

Terence Livingston, Member 

Edward Gromada, Member 

Marcy Coleman, Member 

Judith Bell, 1
st
 Alt. 

James King, 3
rd
 Alt. 

 

Also present:       Brenda Hanna, Stenographer 

Chris Costa, Zoning Officer 

Pat Westall, Zoning Clerk 

Wyatt Brochu, Counsel 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Minutes of June 25, 2019 

 

A motion was made by Edward Gromada and seconded by Terence 

Livingston to accept the minutes of the June 25, 2019 meeting as 

presented. 

 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada, Marcy Coleman 

and Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

James King was not seated and Dean Wagner and Erik Brine were 

absent. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

  

Clancy 

 

A motion was made by Terence Livingston and seconded by Marcy 

Coleman to continue the application of David & Jennifer Clancy, 

whose property is located at 382 North Rd., and further identified 

as Assessor’s Plat 7, Lot 22 for a variance from Article 3, 
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Section 82-302, Table 3-2.  Per Newport Superior Court C.A. NC-

2018-0188 Accordingly, this Court remands the Decision to the 

Zoning Board for findings of fact and conclusion of law.  No 

testimony will be given or heard. 

 

The application is continued to the August 27, 2019 meeting awaiting 

an ethic Commission ruling. 

 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada, Marcy Coleman 

and Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

James King was not seated and Dean Wagner and Erik Brine were 

absent. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Delude Dix 

 

A motion was made by Terence Livingston and seconded by Marcy 

Coleman to grant the request of Elizabeth Delude Dix, whose 

property is located at 1070 East Shore Rd., and further identified 

as Assessor’s Plat 1, Lot 373 for a variance from Article 3, 

Section 82-302, District Dimensional Regulations, to replace an 

existing 1980’s era addition to a historic house with a new 

addition that provides an attached garage. The existing house is 

only 13.5 ft. from the front lot line. The new addition will be 

set back 20 ft. from the front lot line where 40 ft. is required. 

That portion of the proposed addition that contains the garage 

will be located 28 ft. from the side lot line, where 30 ft. is 

required.  

  

This Board has determined that this application does satisfy the 

requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 600, SECTION 606, and SECTION 

607, PARAGRAPH 2. 

 

This Variance is granted with the following 

restriction/condition(s): 

 

This project must be constructed in strict accordance with the 

site and building plans duly approved by this Board. 

 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 
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1. Said property is located in a RR80 zone and contains 1.627 
acres. 

2. The front set back will be less nonconforming. 
3. The left side set back will be 28’ where 30’ is required due 

to placing the garage in the location for an “aging in place” 

concept and to not impede on the historical character of the 

house. 

4. If the front set back were to be 40’, then the addition would 
be divorced from the main structure and would completely 

negate the purpose of the project. 

5. The owner testified about the historical character and 
purpose of the project. 

6. The expert architect Shahin Barzin testified that the project 
is the least relief necessary not to any fault of the owner 

and would not alter or injure the character of the 

surrounding area and the Board accepts his testimony. 

7. Two abutters testified in favor. 
8. No one testified in opposition. 

 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada, Marcy Coleman 

and Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

James King was not seated and Dean Wagner and Erik Brine were 

absent. 

 

 

Dumpling Land LLC 

 

A motion was made by Edward Gromada and seconded by Terence 

Livingston to grant the request of Dumpling Land LLC, whose 

property is located at 28 Dumpling Drive, Jamestown, Rhode Island, 

and further identified as Tax Assessor’s Plat 10, Lot 111 for an 

amendment, and/or modification, and/or correction to the Zoning 

Decision of February 27, 2018, in order to reflect the testimony 

and plans submitted at said hearing regarding the relief needed 

off of the North side property line and not the South side 

property line, pursuant to Article 6, Sections 82-600, 82-605, 82-

606, and 82-607, and the inherent authority of the Board to amend, 

and/or modify, and/or correct, when appropriate, its decisions. 

Said property is located in a RR80 Zone and contains 33,930 square 

feet. 

 

The following is agreed: 
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1. It is the opinion of the Board that the opinion of Feb. 28, 
2018 is rewritten and every reference to the south side and 

north side setbacks is corrected as appropriate. 

2. The testimony of 2/28/18 is incorporated here by reference. 
3. Having sat for the arguments and decision of Fe. 28, 2018 

myself, the discussion of setbacks and relief was clearly 

discussed at that time. 

4. All other relief granted will remain in effect and included 
here by reference. 

 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada, Marcy Coleman 

and Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

James King was not seated and Dean Wagner and Erik Brine were 

absent. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Hamlin 

 

A motion was made by Marcy Coleman and seconded by Edward Gromada 

to continue the appeal of Geoff Hamlin, whose property is located 

at 134 Battery Lane, and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 11, 

Lot 38 pursuant to Article 5, Section 503 to appeal Building 

Official’s refusal to obey Zoning Board of Review decision 

overruling his Stop Work Order, in which they found him to be 

arbitrary & capricious, as well as his illegal building permit 

order about a border wall. Said property is located in a R80 zone 

and contains 5.28 acres. 

 

The application is continued to the September 24, 2019 meeting 

allowing time for the parties involved to try for a resolution. 

 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada, Marcy Coleman 

and Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

James King was not seated and Dean Wagner and Erik Brine were 

absent. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. 

The motion carried unanimously. 













Town of Jamestown as an abutter. 
 
Town Property: Plat 16, Lots 36, 54, 66, 37, 88, 52, 35, 
59, & 60. 
 
 

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING September 24, 2019, AT 
THE JAMESTOWN TOWN HALL 93 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE, JAMESTOWN, 
RHODE ISLAND AT 7:00 P.M. UPON THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 
Application of William & Glenna Mccaffrey, whose property 
is located at 232 Beacon Ave., and further identified as 
Assessor’s Plat 16, Lot 70 for a variance/special use 
permit from Article 6,Section 82-600-602 Special permits 
pursuant Article 3, Section 82-314 High groundwater 
district subdistrict A.  Also seeks Article 6, Section 82-
600-605 variances for Article 3, section 82-302, table 3-2 
setbacks. To demolish dwelling and reconstruct on existing 
foundation with a side yard setback of 17.36’ where 20’ is 
required. Proposal includes minor additions.  Said property 
is located in a R40 zone and contains 21,600 sq. ft. 
 

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
RICHARD BOREN, CHAIRMAN 

CHRIS COSTA, ZONING OFFICER 
 
This meeting location is accessible to the physically 
challenged.  Hearing or speech impaired individuals 
requiring the services of an interpreter should call 1-800-
745-5555 not less than 3 business days prior to the 
meeting. 



Town of Jamestown as abutter. 
 
Town Property: Plat 8, Lots 173 & 573 and Plat 9, Lots 355, 
356, 595 & 252. 
 

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING September 24, 2019, AT 
THE JAMESTOWN TOWN HALL 93 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE, JAMESTOWN, 
RHODE ISLAND AT 7:00 P.M. UPON THE FOLLOWING: 
 
Application of ESJ Inc/JTN LLC/Simpatico Jamestown, whose 
property is located at 13 Narragansett Ave., and further 
identified as Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 603  for a variance 
from Article 12, Section 82-1203 to eliminate off-site 
shared parking requirement.  Said property is located in a 
CD zone and contains 13,195 sq. ft. 
 
 

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
RICHARD BOREN, CHAIRMAN 

CHRIS COSTA, ZONING OFFICER 
 
This meeting location is accessible to the physically 
challenged.  Hearing or speech impaired individuals 
requiring the services of an interpreter should call 1-800-
745-5555 not less than 3 business days prior to the 
meeting. 



                                            
Town of Jamestown 

 Tax Assessor 
 
    

93 Narragansett Avenue         Phone: 401-423-9802                                       
Jamestown, RI 02835      Email: cbrochu@jamestownri.net 

            
 

To:  COUNCIL PRESIDENT WHITE, JAMESTOWN TOWN COUNCIL 
 
From:  CHRISTINE BROCHU, JAMESTOWN TAX ASSESSOR 
 
Subject:  ABATEMENT OF TAXES FOR THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2019 MEETING 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS TO 1998 TAX ROLL 

06-0379-50 
Fox, James V. 

Uncollectable/ taxpayer is deceased. $235.27 

MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS TO 1999 TAX ROLL 
06-0379-50M 
Fox, James V. 

Uncollectable/ taxpayer is deceased. $251.27 

MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS TO 2000 TAX ROLL 
06-0379-50M 
Fox, James V. 

Uncollectable/ taxpayer is deceased. $179.91 

MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS TO 2019 TAX ROLL 
07-0367-00M 
Gillerin, Edward & Carol 

Motor Vehicle – 2013 Kia – Reg# UQ559, 
registered in Florida on 11/15/2018. 

$2.84 

08-1081-80M 
Hyundai Lease Title Trust 

Motor Vehicle – 2014 Hyundai – Reg.# 355369, 
returned leased vehicle on 8/9/2017 

$60.56 

11-0133-97M 
Keller, Bradley 

Motor Vehicle- soldier / sailor exempt $131.78 

19-0029-87M 
Salm, Dane 

Motor Vehicle- soldier / sailor exempt $235.21 

19-0762-06M 
Shipman, Joy  

Motor Vehicle – 2011 Toyota – Reg# 065731, 
registered in Wyoming on 7/25/2018. 

$44.93 

19-0980-13M 
Theiss, Rachel Anne Smigelski,  

Motor Vehicle- soldier / sailor exempt $77.82 

ADDENDA TO 2019 TAX ROLL 
18-0604-82 
Robin, Loretta 

Plat 11, Lot 60 – New Construction – Prorated 
166 days – New Value $1,303,400 

$868.78 

22-0186-00 
Vieira, Daniel & Lisa 

Did not qualify for elderly exemption $547.88 

23-0453-28 
Welch, Gregory & Deborah 

Removed Veteran’s exemption.  Texas resident $250.00 

 
TOTAL ABATEMENTS  $  1,219.59 
TOTAL ADDENDA $  1,666.66 

 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

Christine Brochu 
CHRISTINE BROCHU 

TAX ASSESSOR 





































State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
150 South Main Street• Providence, RI 02903 

VIA EMAIL ONLY 

September 05, 2019 
OM 19-18 

Mr. Blake Dickinson 
blakedickinson@gmail.com 

Mr. Hugh Murphy 
Hamurphy3 7@cox.net 

Peter D. Ruggiero, Esquire, 
Town Solicitor, Town of Jamestown 
peter@rubroc.com 

David R. Petrarca, Jr., Esquire, 

( 401) 27 4-4400 

Peter F. Neronha 
Attorney General 

Assistant Town Solicitor, Town of Jamestown 
david@rubroc.com 

RE: Dickinson v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers 
Murphy v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers 

Dear Messrs. Dickinson and Murphy and Attorneys Ruggiero and Petrarca: 

The investigation into the Open Meetings Act ("OMA") complaints filed by Mr. Blake 
Dickinson and Mr. Hugh Murphy (collectively, "Complainants," individually "Mr. Dickinson" 
and "Mr. Murphy") against the Jamestown Board of Canvassers ("Board") are complete. Since 
both complaints were submitted against the same entity and contain similar allegations, this 
Office will address both complaints in a single finding. For the reasons set forth herein, we find 
that the Board violated the OMA. 

Background 

By email correspondences sent to this Office in March 2019, the Complainants allege that the 
Board violated the OMA when it met outside the public purview to discuss instructing Conanicut 
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Sanctuary1 to "cure" signatures submitted in a petition drive.2 Along with his Complaint, Mr. 
Murphy submitted a transcript excerpt from the Board's February 27, 2019, meeting at which the 
following exchange occurred: 

MR. MURPHY: Well, I would just like to say in your letter you said 
that the Jamestown Board of Canvassers requested that Conanicut 
Sanctuary obtain signatures for printed names on the petitions as well as 
additional new signatures. 

I would like to say that any new information solicited outside 
noticed meetings, ... business and agenda is considered a violation of the 
Open Meetings Act. 

MR. NEWMAN: I would like to respond to that. I was also concerned 
about this in the complaint [ filed by Conanicut Sanctuary]. The complaint 
states that the Board of Canvassers asked for cured signatures and 
additional signatures. As I mentioned in the previous Town Council 
meeting, that is not the case. 

I passed on a suggestion to the Petitioners from the Executive 
Director of the Board of Elections. Prior to doing that, I spoke with all of 
the members of the Board of Canvassers with the exception of Hugh 
Murphy. I left two messages for him, but he did not call me back. 

I did speak with Melissa Burrows, and I was very clear in those 
conversations that this was a suggestion on the part of Bob Raposa [sic], 
the Executive Director [of the Board of Elections], but it was not an action 
of the Board of Canvassers. If the Board of Canvassers had made that 
action, they would have taken a vote and then contacted the Petitioners ... 

1 The record in this case indicates that "Conanicut Sanctuary" is a group of Jamestown residents 
concerned with enacting measures to protect immigrants. 
2 The Complainants also alleged that an individual Board member, Mr. Ken Newman, took 
actions on his own related to this issue involving Conanicut Sanctuary. As this Office already 
explained to the Complainants, the OMA is only implicated when a "quorum" of a "public body" 
has a "meeting[,]" as those terms are defined in the OMA. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-2. A 
single member is not a "public body" under the OMA. See R.I. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-2(3) (defining 
"public body" as "any department, agency, commission, committee, board, council, bureau or 
authority or any subdivisions thereof of state or municipal government"). Accordingly, the 
Complainants' allegations about a Board member's individual actions do not implicate the 
OMA. 
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The Board's legal counsel, David R. Petrarca, Jr., Esquire, submitted a substantive response on 
behalf of the Board, which includes an affidavit from Board member Kenneth Newman and a 
transcript of the February 27, 2019 Board meeting. Attorney Petrarca concedes that "this string 
of conversations [referenced in the February 27, 2019 transcript] constitutes a 'rolling quorum' 
of the Board," however, he disputes that these conversations constituted a "meeting" as defined 
in the OMA. Attorney Petrarca asserts that the Board did not collectively discuss or act upon a 
matter over which it had jurisdiction. 

Essentially, the Board argues that Mr. Newman's suggestion that Conanicut Sanctuary cure the 
signatures was an individual action and that his conversation with other Board members about 
that topic did not constitute a discussion about a matter over which the Board had authority. 
Specifically, Attorney Petrarca states, in pertinent part: 

"Here, the conversations between Mr. Newman and other members of the 
Board concerned a suggestion from the Board of Elections Executive 
Director that a group of petitioners, known as the 'Conanicut Sanctuary,' 
should attempt to 'cure' alleged defective signatures and obtain more 
signatures on a Town Charter Initiative Petition that was being appealed to 
the Board of Elections. See Aff. , 5. In these conversations, Mr. Newman 
merely informed the other members of the Board of his intention to pass 
along this advice of the Board of Elections Executive Director. Id. , 6. 
Further, at the time of these conversations, that particular issue was not 
before the Board of Canvassers. Ultimately, however, at its meeting of 
February 8, 2019 and again at its February 27, 2019 meeting, the Board of 
Canvassers was asked to rule on the admission of 'cured' and new 
signatures obtained by Conanicut Sanctuary." 

The Board informed this Office that after it determined that it would not accept any new or cured 
signatures offered by Conanicut Sanctuary, the matter was appealed to the Board of Elections. 
Research by this Office indicates that the appeal was subsequently withdrawn. 

The Board further argues that at the time when the rolling quorum occurred, neither Mr. 
Newman nor the Board "reasonably suspect[ed] that they would be asked to rule on whether it 
would have to accept such 'cured' and new signatures ... At that point in time, the matter was 
out of their hands and with the Board of Elections. . . Circumstances changed, but it was not 
reasonably foreseeable to Mr. Newman or the Board." 

The affidavit provided by Mr. Newman specifically reveals that on January 18, 2019, he called 
Board Chair Carol Nelson Lee and alternate members Kitty Wineberg and Melissa Burrows to 
"state my intent to contact the Conanicut Sanctuary group with this suggestion from [Board of 
Elections Executive Director] Mr. Rapoza. I stated that I would be doing this as an individual not 
on behalf of the" Board. Mr. Newman also attested that he "left two messages for full member 
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Hugh Murphy but did not hear back from him. "3 The Board did not describe the conversations in 
detail or provide affidavits from Ms. Nelson Lee, Ms. Wineberg or Ms. Burrows. 
The extended transcript of the February 27, 2019 meeting provided by the Board also contains a 
statement from Mr. Newman that although his suggestion to Conanicut Sanctuary to "cure" the 
signatures had been characterized "as having been an action of the Board of Canvassers . . . it 
was not with the exception of having passed that suggestion on ... " 

We also note that minutes from the Board's December 11, 2018 meeting reveal that the Town 
Administrator spoke at the meeting, at which Mr. Newman, Chair Nelson Lee, and Board 
members Wineberg and Burrows were present, and stated that the petition process and 
determining whether to accept the signatures presented by the petitioners is under the discretion 
of the Board. 

We acknowledge both Complainants' rebuttals.4 Mr. Dickinson's rebuttal disputes Attorney 
Petrarca' s contention that "at the time of these conversations, that particular issue was not before 
the" Board, by stating that, "[t]he petition matters were indeed open and before the" Board due to 
a related complaint filed by Mr. Dickinson with the Board of Elections initiated on January 16, 
2019 that was "remanded back to the [Board] on February 5, 2019" and heard before the Board 
on February 8, 2019. Mr. Dickinson's rebuttal also provided a copy of a letter dated February 
20, 2019 from Helen O'Grady in her capacity as "Facilitator" for Conanicut Sanctuary. That 
letter states, in pertinent part, "[t]he Jamestown BOC requested that CS obtain 'signatures' for 
printed names on the petition as well as additional new signatures." Mr. Murphy likewise argues 
that there is evidence that Conanicut Sanctuary understood Mr. Newman's suggestion about 
curing the signatures to constitute an action of the Board. 

With that background in place, we tum to the relevant law and substantive arguments that 
support our findings. 

3 This Office has not been provided with information regarding the total number of Board 
members or the distinction between a full member and an alternate member, but that information 
is immaterial because the Board concedes that a rolling quorum occurred. 
4 The Complainants' rebuttals proffer additional allegations beyond the scope of the initial 
Complaints, including the allegation that the Board failed to timely file minutes with the 
Secretary of State for its February 8, 2019 meeting and that the Board met outside the public 
purview in an unnoticed, unrecorded "meeting" with the Board of Elections and/or the Board of 
Elections Executive Director regarding the issue of curing signatures. The acknowledgment 
letters sent by this Office to the Complainants at the start of this matter expressly provided that 
the Complainant's rebuttal should be limited to the matters addressed in the Board's response 
and should not raise new issues that were not presented in this complaint or addressed in the 
Board's response. In accordance with our usual practice and precedent, this Office declines to 
review issues which are raised for the first time in a rebuttal since the public body does not have 
an opportunity to respond. See Mudge v. North Kingstown School Committee, OM 12-35. 
Complainants are free to submit a new complaint(s) based on additional facts provided that the 
statute of limitations has not expired. 
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Relevant Law and Findings 

When we examine an OMA complaint, our authority is to determine whether a violation of the 
OMA has occu1Ted. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-8. In doing so, we must begin with the plain 
language of the OMA and relevant caselaw interpreting this statute. We also note that our 
decision in this matter is limited to considering whether the OMA was violated and that we do 
not opine on any substantive issues pertaining to election law or the petition signatures. 

For the OMA to apply, a "quorum" of a "public body" must convene for a "meeting" as these 
terms are defined by the OMA. See Fischer v. Zoning Board of the Town of Charlestown, 723 
A.2d 294 (R.I. 1999). For purposes of the OMA, a "meeting" is defined as "the convening of a 
public body to discuss and/or act upon a matter over which the public body has supervision, 
control, jurisdiction, or advisory power." R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-2(1). All three of these 
elements-a quorum, a meeting, and a public body-must be present in order for the OMA to 
apply; the OMA is not applicable when one or more of these elements is absent. See Ahlquist v. 
Energy Facilities Siting Board, OM 17-25. 

Although the definitions under R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-2 are seemingly straightforward, a 
quorum may be created, and a meeting "convened," by unconventional means. In particular, this 
Office has previously recognized the "rolling" or "walking" quorum, where a majority of the 
members of a public body attain a quorum by a series of one-on-one conversations or 
interactions, including communications via email. See In Re: Pawtucket City Council, ADV OM 
05-01 (warning against the "walking quorum," where public business is conducted in a series of 
individual encounters that may not constitute a quorum, but which collectively do so); In Re: 
South Kingstown School Committee Electronic Mail Policy, ADV OM 04-01 (series of email 
communications among a quorum of a Committee would satisfy the quorum requirement and 
implicate the OMA). 

Here, there is no question that the Board is a "public body" and it is undisputed that a "rolling 
quorum" of the Board, facilitated by Mr. Newman, had discussions via telephone on or about 
January 18, 2019. We now tum to a consideration of whether this "rolling quorum" of the Board 
convened a "meeting" outside the public purview. Several cases from this Office have reviewed 
the "meeting" requirement and determined that either "action" or a "collective discussion" by a 
quorum of a public body on matters over which the public body has "supervision, control, 
jurisdiction, or advisory power" satisfies the "meeting" element and triggers the OMA and its 
attendant requirements. See, e.g., The Valley Breeze v. Cumberland Fire Committee, OM 15-04. 
See also Caldwell v. East Greenwich Town Council, OM 18-01. Conversely, if a "quorum" of a 
"public body" convenes, but does not collectively discuss and/or act upon matters over which 
they have "supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power," a "meeting" has not convened. 
Id. 

The Board represents that Mr. Newman had individual "conversations" with a quorum of the 
Board concerning "a suggestion from the Board of Elections Executive Director that a group of 



Dickinson v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers 
Murphy v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers 
OM 19-18 
Page 6 

petitioners, known as 'Conanicut Sanctuary,' should attempt to 'cure' alleged defective 
signatures and obtain more signatures on a Town Charter Initiative Petition." The Board 
contends that these conversations were only for Mr. Newman to "inform" the other members 
about his intended course of action, but the Board does not expressly argue that these 
conversations did not constitute a "discussion" (as opposed to a one-way unilateral 
communication by Mr. Newman). Despite this Office's request that the Board provide "detailed 
affidavits from the Board members indicating any conversations they engaged in with any other 
Board members outside of a public meeting about" this topic, the Board only provided this 
Office with one affidavit from Mr. Newman and did not provide a detailed account of what was 
said by whom in each individual conversation that took place between Board members about this 
topic. In light of that failure and the lack of evidence to the contrary, the evidence will be 
construed against the Board and this Office concludes that the Board members engaged in a 
"discussion." 

There is also no question that the Board had authority over the topic of the petition signatures 
since the Board ultimately determined that it would not accept the "cured" signatures. Although 
Mr. Newman contends that he reached out to Conanicut Sanctuary in his individual capacity, it is 
telling that before doing so, he discussed this course of action with other Board members before 
proceeding. Indeed, during the February 27, 2019 Board meeting, Mr. Newman stated that his 
conversation with Conanicut Sanctuary was not an action of the Board "with the exception of 
having passed that suggestion on ... " (Emphasis added.). Additionally, during the December 
11, 2018 Board meeting, it was discussed how the petition process is under the discretion of the 
Board and how the Board has authority to accept the signatures presented by the petitioners. 
Moreover, the undisputed evidence demonstrates that the issue of the Conanicut Sanctuary 
petition was pending before the Board well before the rolling quorum occurred. See also Murphy 
v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers, OM 19-09 (referencing January 9, 2019 Board meeting that 
included an agenda item related to an objection filed by Mr. Murphy pertaining to Board's 
certification of signatures on the Conanicut Sanctuary petition). The Board's contention that it 
did not anticipate being asked to review the signature issue after the time when the rolling 
quorum occurred is irrelevant. This was clearly a topic over which the Board exercised authority 
at the time the rolling quorum occurred. In light of this information, we find that the January 18, 
2019 individual communications collectively formed a rolling quorum of the Board, wherein 
they discussed a matter over which the Board has "supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory 
power." Accordingly, we find the Board violated the OMA. 

Conclusion 

Upon a finding that a complaint brought pursuant to the OMA is meritorious, the Attorney 
General may initiate suit in the Superior Court. R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-8(a). There are two 
remedies in suits filed under the OMA: (1) "[t]he court may issue injunctive relief and declare 
null and void any actions of a public body found to be in violation of [the OMA];" or (2) "[t]he 
court may impose a civil fine not exceeding five thousand ($5,000) dollars against a public body 
or any of its members found to have committed a willful or knowing violation of [the OMA]." 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-8( d). 
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In the instant case, insufficient evidence has been presented that the Board knowingly or 
willfully violated the OMA. Although the Board should have been cognizant of the fact that it 
was discussing a matter within its authority, we credit the uncontested assertion of the Board that 
it believed the matter was with the Board of Elections. It appears based on the undisputed 
evidence presented that Mr. Newman and the other members involved in the rolling quorum 
were acting on a good faith belief that Mr. Newman's suggestion to Conanicut Sanctuary about 
curing signatures was not intended to be an official action of the Board. We also note that there 
are no findings regarding any recent similar violations by the Board. 

We also do not believe that injunctive relief is appropriate. The Board did not take any action 
pursuant to the rolling quorum with the exception of suggesting that Conanicut Sanctuary 
attempt to "cure" the signatures, but the Board ultimately voted to not accept the cured signatures 
and the matter was appealed to the Board of Elections and then later withdrawn. As such, 
injunctive relief is not appropriate in this case. 

This finding serves as notice that the conduct discussed herein is violative of the OMA and could 
in the future serve as evidence of a willful or a knowing violation. 

Although the Attorney General will not file suit in this matter, nothing in the OMA precludes an 
individual from pursuing a complaint in the Superior Court as specified in the OMA. The 
Complainant may pursue an OMA complaint within "ninety (90) days of the attorney general's 
closing of the complaint or within one hundred eighty (180) days of the alleged violation, 
whichever occurs later." R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-8. We consider this matter closed as of the date 
of this decision. 

We thank you for your interest in keeping government open and accountable to the public. 

Sincerely, 

By: Isl Kayla E. 0 'Rourke 
Kayla E. O'Rourke 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
korourke@riag.ri.gov 

KO/dg 



Erin,  
 
My wife, Susan, and I have a summer cottage at 1031 East Shore Rd.  This summer, the property across 
the road from us (1026) has been the site of an extensive landscaping project.  When we have been in 
residence during the summer, the project work has been continuous.  This has involved multiple pieces 
of construction equipment (back hoe, excavator, skid steer, etc.), multiple dump and other trucks, and 
miscellaneous other equipment – blowers, mixers, compactors, jack-hammers, pump trucks, rock 
saws.   There were typically many workers on-site, I would guess 10-12, with many activities going on at 
once. 
 
The biggest impact that the project has had on us has been the noise.  On the loudest days, it has been 
impossible for my wife and I to converse normally with each other on our side porch, while eating 
breakfast and lunch, or in our living room.  On most days throughout the summer the combined noise 
level often reached near this level. Work often began shortly after 7AM and lasted until after 
5PM.  Going into the summer we had entertained hope of renting out our cottage; this plan did not 
come to fruition, but if it had, any renters would have surely been distressed by the noise.  
 
Previously, houses have been built adjacent to us at 1021 and 1026 East Shore Road, taking, 
respectively, 1 and 2 years.  These projects involved all of the noise associated with building 
construction, including generators that they opted to run constantly rather than connecting to the 
power grid.  In each case, while annoying, the noise impact of these projects was far less than the 
current project at 1026.  The same can be said about the equipment used by landscapers and firms 
doing tree work, which we hear frequently. 
 
I am surprised to learn that there is currently only limited regulation in Jamestown of this type of 
noise.  Based upon our experience, I suggest that this is sorely needed.  The issues as I see them are: 
 
Duration            The longer noise continues, the more disruptive it becomes 
 
Season                Summer is clearly the construction season.  This is also the time of year when residents 

hope to keep their doors and windows open and to enjoy the out-of-doors.  Jamestown 
by its nature would seem to have a particular obligation to support its residents’ 
outdoor enjoyment. 

 
Proximity          Where the noise originates on a property has a clear impact on how loud it is when it 

reaches a neighbor. 
 
Notification      Knowing about noise in advance is a good thing. But, frankly, even when we were told 

that the project would be “loud”, we did not really comprehend how loud  “loud” would 
be and the extent to which it would impact us.  The uncertainty about which hours/days 
would be impacted by noise was a constant question. 

 
Use of town road             Loaders, trucks, and excavators made intensive use of East Shore Road. Our 

cottage, built in 1873, is located very close to the road.  In addition to noise 
generated by this traffic, there are issues of safety, pollution, dust, and impact 
on the road surface. 

 
dB limits         There has to be some point at which a sound is too loud. 



 
I recognize that creating a regulation that is fair to all is a challenge.  However, I urge that any new 

regulations include provisions that consider and regulate the impacts of noise 
on adjacent and near neighbors.    

 
Thank you for your attention.  Please feel free to contact me regarding this issue. 
 
Al McKibben 
 


	TC Agenda 9-16-19
	I. ROLL CALL
	II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS
	A) Approval of Minutes; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	August 19, 2019 (regular meeting)

	B) Open Forum
	1) Scheduled request to address – None.
	2) Non-scheduled request to address

	C) Report of Town Officials - Status Reports; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	a) Town Wells


	IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS
	A) Proclamations:
	1) No. 2019-18:  Designating October as Community Planning Month

	B) Presentations:
	1) Gould Island by David Sommers, Gould Island Advisory Chair


	V. OPEN FORUM
	A) Scheduled request to address- None
	B) Non-scheduled request to address

	VI. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,     COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS
	A) Town Administrator’s Report: Christina D. Collins, Interim Town Administrator
	1) Town Administrator’s Search Update
	2) Conservation Easements/Restrictions Jamestown Shores


	VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	A) Upcoming Meetings and Sessions – dates and times
	1) Town Council Meeting Schedule: September October 7th and October 21st at 6:30 p.m.
	2) Schedule Hearing Date and Discussion of Hearing Process: Museler Appeal
	3) Schedule Special Meeting for the review of Town Administrator Applicants



	VIII. NEW BUSINESS
	A) Discussion on Parking at Beach Facilities

	IX. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS
	Please Note in Accordance with Section 42-46-6 (b) the Council May Review, Discuss and/or take Action and/or Vote on the following items:
	A) Discussion on Noise Ordinance Amendments to Article III- Sections- 22-66 C, 22-66 D, 22-66 E, 22-71; Proposed by Chief Edward A. Mello

	X. CONSENT AGENDA
	A) Adoption of Town Council Minutes
	1) August 28, 2019 (special meeting)
	2) September 3, 2019 (executive session)
	3) September 3, 2019 (regular meeting)

	B) Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees
	1) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (July 23, 2019)

	C) CRMC Notices
	1) Joint Public Notice RE-Notice of CRMC File No: 2019-06-014 and RI DEM No: WQC 19-123 DP19-174 Jamestown Boatyard
	D) Public Notice
	1)  Zoning Board of Review Notice of ESJ Inc. /JTN LLC/ Simpatico Jamestown 13 Narragansett Ave

	2) Zoning Board of Review Notice of William & Glenna McCaffrey of 232 Beacon Ave.
	E) Abatements/Addenda of Taxes
	Total Abatements $ 1,219.59   Total Addenda $ 1,666.66
	Account/Abatement Amount
	1) Abatements to 1998 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll
	a) 06-0379-50  $235.27
	2) Abatements to 1999 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll
	a) 06-0379-50M $251.27

	3) Abatements to 2000 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll
	a) 06-0379-50M $179.91

	4) Abatements to 2019 Motor Vehicle Tax Roll
	a)    07-0367-00M   $   2.84
	b) 08-1081-80M  $ 60.56
	c) 11-0133-97M $131.78
	d) 19-0029-87M $235.21
	e) 19-0762-06M $ 44.93
	f) 19-0980-13M $ 77.82


	5) Addenda to Real Estate and Real Property 2019 Tax Roll
	a) 18-0604-82 $868.78
	b) 22-0186-00 $547.88
	c) 23-0453-28 $250.00


	F) Award of Bids:
	1) Public Works Department
	a) New 2019 Four Wheel Drive Utility Truck
	b) New 2019 Four Wheel Drive Extended Cab Pickup Truck and Plow
	c) New 2019 Four Wheel Drive Dump Truck with Plow and Sander
	d) New 7X14 Enclosed Trailer
	e) New 44,000 GVW Dump Truck and Plow
	f) New 44,000 GVW Hook Lift Truck, Plow, and             Body Options


	G) Authorization of Agreement:
	1) Energy Agreement with Constellation


	XI. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND
	RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS
	A) Communications
	1) Letter of Mark Baker regarding Beavertail State Park
	2)       Letter of Kayla E. O’Rourke, Special Assistant Attorney General regarding Dickinson v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers and Murphy v. Jamestown Board of Canvassers
	3)    Email of Al McKibben regarding Construction Noise on East Shore Road


	XII. EXECUTIVE SESSION
	A) Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) Potential or Pending Litigation- Geoffrey Hamlin and Kristan Hamlin v. Zoning Board of Review of the Town of Jamestown, CA No. NC-2018-0373 and CA No. NC-2019-0166

	XIII. ADJOURNMENT




